Jal Sanjivani Transcript

600m face extreme stress in India's worst water crisis.
Source: NITI Aayog, CWMI Report
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Despite 3,995mm annual rainfall
Ambherpada faces 8 months of drought.
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We’re on the slopes, here water never stays, it flows, comes, and goes
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Earlier, we had to go far into the hills, it would take us one full day to just fetch water.
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For drinking water, we’d journey deep into the forest, there is source near the river there,
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we’d spend the entire night filling water
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Some would get water, some wouldn’t. Be it early in the morning or in the dark night we
would go to fill water
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The source of the water was 2.5 kilometers away. We would carry our pots and go there
spending 1-1.5 hours one way and about 2.5 to 3 hours in total for fetching only drinking
water. Water for bathing and other needs was a different struggle.
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The stream was slow, only a little water would flow. It took us an hour to fill just 1 pot.
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Since we could carry only two pots at a time, we kept going back and forth.
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When we went there the problem statement that came to the fore was that rains are plenty
in this region, but water doesn't not sustain, water storage was a bigger problem we realized
when we spoke to the locals there. Their life revolves around how do I get water for my
daily needs and there is no other quality aspect in their life.
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It was a hard-hitting reality for me that access to something as basic as water was an uphill
task and battle for them.
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When there was scarcity, we would often think about leaving the village, to give more time
to our families, to our children. All our time, all day, would go into just getting water.
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Marriages had become an issue in our village. People often hesitate to wed their daughters
here because of the water scarcity. Thinking how she will survive, beyond doing household
chores, she would have to spend hours going long distances to fetch water.
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So, many would say, "We won't send our daughters, there’s no water."
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The villagers had hoped to begin multi cropping, it was a case about they having the skills
but don't have the resources and we had to get them both together.
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And that is the time we figured out that building a check dam and helping the community
store water for a longer period would solve many problems for both the community and
society.
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NTT has done significant work here with that the water finally sustained. We feel contented
as we look at the water now.
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After the dam was constructed by NTT, our wells have water again. The level of water has
started to go up. Previously, by April, the well would dry up.
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Earlier, we couldn't see water anywhere. But since the dam has been constructed, access
has improved, solving many problems. The wells and streams have water now, and dual
cropping like growing whole grains is a possibility.
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We would travel long distances for water, leaving no time for home and family.
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But now, with better access, we make time for our family and children.
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We barely had water to get by. Now, the wells have enough water. The rainwater, which
once lasted just 1-2 months, is lasting for about 4 months.
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The water was only at the bottom. Now, it has risen, filling the pond and it feels good. We
have access to more water.
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This project is our humble effort to make a difference, and with this, if we can bring smiles
to the people there, it will mean everything to us.
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I am very happy that I get to utilize this water
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See our faces, we all are smiling ... And the trees are smiling too!
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10x increase in storage capacity. For 1,085 beneficiaries across 217 households, water is
now more accessible than ever.
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